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who now are setting all kinds of records in new
business growth and achievements in every area
of our national life, but because we still have
such a large group of first-generation immi-
grants, also have the highest high school dropout
rates, the highest education problems.

Listen, we can get all this right—we can get
all this right—if everybody has a voice that is
heard. That is why what you are doing is so
profoundly important.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 p.m. at the
Grand Havana Room. In his remarks, he referred
to State Assembly Speaker Antonio R.
Villaraigosa; Los Angeles County Supervisor Glo-
ria Molina; and Lydia Camarillo, executive direc-
tor, Southwest Voter Registration and Education
Project.

Letter to the Secretary of Defense on Space Launch Failures
November 29, 1999

Dear Mr. Secretary:
Thank you for conducting and reporting on

your thorough and in-depth review of the U.S.
space launch failures that occurred in 1998 and
1999. I am pleased to know that you have iden-
tified the root causes behind each of the recent
launch failures and that you have worked with
NASA, the Intelligence Community, and indus-
try to take corrective actions to prevent
recurrences. I also appreciate your efforts, and
the efforts of industry, in uncovering and ad-
dressing the broader systemic concerns that may
have contributed to this series of failures.

I have asked Dr. Neal Lane, my Assistant
for Science and Technology, and Mr. Sandy
Berger, my Assistant for National Security Af-
fairs, to review your report. Now and in the
next century, our national security, civil, and
commercial space sectors will continue to de-
pend on reliable access to space to achieve our
broader national goals. Your report correctly

points out the importance of successfully flying
the remaining current fleet of expendable launch
vehicles already on contract, with missions val-
ued at more than $20 billion, while assuring
mission success during the transition from these
current systems to the modernized Evolved Ex-
pendable Launch Vehicles.

Thank you again for the hard work and dedi-
cation of the government-industry team in un-
covering the technical and management prob-
lems associated with these launch failures.
Please implement appropriate actions to correct
the causes of the failures and ensure our nation’s
ability to reliably access space in the future.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on December 1. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this letter.

Telephone Interview With Michael Paulson of the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer in San Francisco, California
November 30, 1999

The President. How are you?
Mr. Paulson. I’m good. How are you doing?
The President. I’m great. I’m going to the

San Francisco Airport, on my way to L.A. and
then to Seattle.

Disruption of the Seattle Round

Mr. Paulson. Excellent. So as far as you know,
are there still talks taking place? We just heard
on CNN, claiming that the talks are actually
canceled, which—we don’t even know if that’s
true.
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